III: Military aviation

‘Aviation is proof that, given the will, we
have the capacity to achieve the impossible.’
- Eddie Rickenbacker, 1890-1973
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Military aviation key to region
Damage from a hurricane
altered one base’s mission,
but the region remains a
multibillion-dollar military
aviation fortress

W

hen Hurricane Michael hit Panama City, Fla., in October 2018,
it brought death and destruction,
and also changed the future for
one of the region’s premier bases.
Tyndall Air Force Base, where every F-22
fighter pilot was trained, suffered damage or
destruction to 90 percent of its buildings. Although the base is being rebuilt, the F-22 training is gone. Instead, Tyndall will be the future
home of up to three F-35 squadrons.
The Category 5 hurricane was just one of the
significant developments for military aviation in
the region since the last aerospace book was
published in 2017.
• Eglin will be getting an additional F-35
training squadron
• The 4th Special Operations Squadron took
possession of an upgraded gunship
• Air Force will put mini-detachments of AT6 and A-29 turboprops at Hurlburt Field
• Naval Air Station Whiting Field received
new helicopter training simulators and a
new outlying field
• AR-22 engine for DARPA’s Phantom Express spacecraft was assembled and tested
at Stennis Space Center
No matter how you look at it, whether it’s
through the value of their infrastructure, their
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Hurricane Michael causes mission
change at Tyndall Air Force Base
Gulf Coast is a vast technical
schoolhouse for all the services
Region provides initial and advanced
flight training for military aviators
DoD sites here valued at $25 billion,
aviation bases at $21.9 billion
Region contractors awarded $95.5
billion in contracts between 2000-2017

depth of talent, the businesses awarded contracts or their critical missions, the Gulf Coast’s
military bases are a multibillion-dollar ongoing
asset for the region.
The Gulf Coast is one of the most military
friendly regions in the nation, a place where the
roar of a jet or distant rumble of exploded munitions are considered the sounds of freedom.
According to the Department of Defense Base
Structure Report FY 2018, a summary of the military’s real property inventory, there are 44 DoD
properties in the corridor between New Orleans
and Panama City, Fla. That includes bases and
associated annexes with a combined replacement value of nearly $25 billion.
Of that, the aviation-focused military bases
had a combined replacement value of more than
$21.9 billion - include outlying fields and other
aviation-related annexes and it goes up another
$1 billion-plus.
The bases account for a large amount of incoming dollars through active and retiree payrolls, as well the contracts awarded to local companies for work here and elsewhere. Between

Photo page 36: An F-35 Joint Strike Fighter gets its fuel replenished by an aerial tanker.
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2000 and 2017, 5,153 contractors in 19 I-10
counties/parishes were awarded 111,732 DoD
contracts valued at more than $95.5 billion.
Work ranged from crucial military programs to
simple maintenance and more.
The range of military activities in the region is
considerable. The Navy Blue Angels flight demonstration team is headquartered at Naval Air
Station Pensacola, Fla., and the Air Force trains
pilots to fly the fifth-generation F-35 at Eglin
Air Force Base, Fla.
It’s also home to the Air Force Special Operations Command at Hurlburt Field, Fla., and the
busiest naval air station in the nation at Naval
Air Station Whiting Field near Milton, Fla. Eglin, which boasts a huge R&D program that develops Air Force aerial-deployed conventional
weapons, is one of the nation’s largest bases.
Active duty troops and reservists come to the
region from near and far for the variety of test
and training ranges that are available, including
land ranges at Eglin and Camp Shelby, Miss.,
and water ranges over the Gulf of Mexico.
In the field of cyber warfare, Keesler Air
Force Base, Miss., provides initial training. The
Navy’s Corry Station in Pensacola provides further training in the field of information dominance. Students come to Corry Station, Fla., to
receive technical training in cryptology, equipment maintenance and communication, signal
analysis and the operation and maintenance of
the technology required to conduct electronic
warfare. Hurlburt Field provides intermediate
level cyber soldiers with schooling at a 17,000square-foot building set up for the Air Force’s
39th Information Operation Squadron. At Hurlburt, officers take classes in military deception
and operational security. Deception classes are
offered to operational level planners.
Every military branch is represented in activities that range from training to logistics. The
military is so much a part of the region’s fabric
that military appreciation events are common
Communities from New Orleans to Panama
City, Fla., have come to rely on military spend-

ing as pillars of their economies. While there is
almost no place on the Gulf Coast between
New Orleans and Northwest Florida where the
presence of the military or Coast Guard isn’t
felt, Northwest Florida and South Mississippi
have the most bases in the region.
FLORIDA
There are 188 Department of Defense sites in
Florida with all military branches represented.
DoD’s base structure report of 2018 lists 132
“other sites” of less than 10 acres and with a
replacement value under $10 million.
The DoD sites in Florida total 690,994 acres,
with a replacement value of $32.5 billion.
These are the aviation-focused military bases
in Northwest Florida, listed in order of their
plant replacement value as listed by the Defense
Department:
Eglin Air Force Base
PRV: $6.1B

Eglin Air Force Base is a 724-square-mile reservation spanning three counties. Its dominion
extends over 134,000 miles of air space and
123,000 miles of water range.
Eglin’s facilities, from laboratories to training
ranges and test facilities, are used by every military branch as well as contractors. And testing is
not limited to military items.
The Eglin complex includes Duke Field, Hurlburt Field and Camp Rudder, along with Eglin
itself. It employs an estimated 15,000 military
and associated personnel.
Eglin is also home of the Air Force’s aerial
weapons program. It’s here where non-nuclear
aerial weapons systems are developed, managed,
maintained or tested.
The nerve center of this work is the Air Force
Research Laboratory/Munitions Directorate
(AFRL/RW), which develops the conventional
air-launched weapons. It does basic research,
exploratory development, advanced development and demonstrations for weapons used
against air, land and space targets.
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There are 500 employees, including 300 scientists and engineers, who use the lab and 13 outlying facilities of about 330,000 square feet
stretching over several hundred acres.
Core competencies include munition system
effects, fuze technologies, damage mechanisms,
energetic materials, munitions aerodynamics,
guidance/navigation and control.
AFRL/RW works closely with defense companies, including international partners, who use
AFRL facilities at Eglin. The nation’s key aerial
weapons builders have offices close to Eglin in
and around communities like Fort Walton
Beach, Crestview, Niceville and others.
Eglin also is widely known as one of the bases
where F-35 pilots and maintainers are trained.
Eglin was the location of the F-35 initial joint
training site hosting Air Force, Navy and Marine
Corps F-35s. The Marines relocated F-35Bs in
2014 and the Navy plans to deactivate Strike
Fighter Squadron 101 (VFA-101), which trains
F-35C instructors, pilots and maintainers to Naval Air Station Lemoore, Calif., and combine it
with VFA-25 in July 2019.
Eglin will get a new F-35A training squadron.
“By basing the next F-35A training squadron
at Eglin Air Force Base, we are taking advantage
of existing facilities and training air space,” Secretary of the Air Force Heather Wilson said in
May 2019. Additional F-35As are expected to
begin arriving in the fall of 2021. The new
squadron is expected to reach full operational
capability by spring 2023 and bring some 500
personnel to the base.
Eglin will only receive the additional F-35
training unit if the F-22 Raptor formal training
unit temporarily operating at Eglin is permanently moved to Joint Base Langley-Eustis, Va.
The F-35 has had its critics, but in February
2017 it gave an impressive performance during
the Red Flag war games in Nevada. The plane,
with costs per unit coming down, dominated
the air space and improved the lethality of other
legacy aircraft. In mock combat the F-35 had a
kill ration of 15-1.

Military activities at a glance
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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•
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Air Force and Navy technical training
F-35 pilot training
Army helicopter aviation training
Navy primary aviation training
Air Force combat systems officer training
HQ Air Force Special Operations Command
HQ Naval Education and Training
HQ Naval Meteorology and Oceanography
Command
Aerial weapons RDT&E
Air Force and Navy cyber training
Aviation specialties training
National Guard aerial combat center
National Guard helicopter repair depot
Home of the Blue Angels
Home of Army 7th Special Forces
Army Ranger Training Center
HQ East Coast Seabees
Supervisor of Shipbuilding Gulf Coast

Pilot and maintainer training has been underway at Eglin now for more than eight years,
churning out instructors, pilots and maintainers.
In addition to the F-35 training, Eglin has had
a reprogramming lab for the F-35 since 2010
that provides coding that gives the F-35 its battle smarts. The coding enables flight controls,
radar functionality, navigation and identification,
sensor fusion and more.
Eglin is now home to a second F-35 reprogramming lab, this one for Australia, Canada
and the United Kingdom. It moved to Eglin
from a Lockheed Martin facility in Fort Worth,
Texas. The multimillion-dollar lab allows those
allies to program the F-35 for their own needs.
The United States military policy is to never
share source codes for any U.S. weapons system, but a compromise was reached with the F35, funded in part by partner nations, through
additional labs. The development of the new lab
for Australia, Canada and the United Kingdom,
allows them to customize mission data for their
F-35s to suit their needs.
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Naval Air Station Pensacola
PRV: $3.06B

The Naval Air Station Pensacola complex includes NAS Pensacola, Saufley Field and Corry
Station, all in Pensacola, and NAS Whiting Field
in Milton. Together they employ about 10,000
military personnel and 7,000 civilians.
Best known as home to the Blue Angel flight
demonstration team, NAS Pensacola also has
Training Air Wing SIX, which provides flight
training to Navy and Marine aviators and naval
flight officers, as well as Air Force combat systems officers.
NAS Pensacola is likewise home to the Naval
Education and Training Command, responsible
for Navy training worldwide. The base houses
hangars, classrooms and laboratories in a huge
facility known as The Mega Building. There,
aviation specialists for the Navy, Marines, Coast
Guard, Air Force and Army, as well as those
from allied nations, receive training.
Saufley Field, not far from NAS Pensacola, is
used by aviators for “touch and go” landing
practice. But Saufley’s real focus is the technical
education of military members. Saufley has
1,000 military and civilian workers and houses
10 Defense Department tenants with an education function, including the Naval General Library Program, an information network available to Naval personnel at home and abroad,
the Navy Voluntary Education program and the
Naval Education and Training Command Automated Information system.
Tyndall Air Force Base
PRV: $1.9B

Tyndall Air Force Base, part of the Virginiabased Air Combat Command, and the Naval
Surface Warfare Center, both in Panama City,
were damaged by Hurricane Michael.
Before it hit, Tyndall was home of the 325th
Fighter Wing, comprised of two F-22 squadrons. One was operational, one was training.
The base also was home to the 1st Air Force,
the 53rd Weapons Evaluation Group, and the

Air Force Civil Engineering Center.
In October 2018, Tyndall Air Force Base took
a direct hit from Hurricane Michael and suffered extensive damage, but no injuries. The
base is 12 miles southeast of Panama City and
northwest of hard-hit Mexico Beach.
The Air Force expects it will take up to five
years to repair the base, where 95 percent of the
buildings were damaged. The base’s F-22 training unit and Raptor schoolhouse for pilots in
training were moved temporarily to Eglin, some
60 miles west of Tyndall. The operational
squadrons of F-22 Raptors formerly at Tyndall
can be accommodated at bases in Alaska, Hawaii and Virginia and would allow for an increase in squadron size from 21 to 24 aircraft.
In December 2018, the Air Force recommended Congress use supplemental funding for
rebuilding the base for up to three squadrons of
F-35A fighters. If approved and funded, F-35s
could be based at Tyndall in 2023.
Hurlburt Field
PRV: $1.96B

Hurlburt Field is home to the U.S. Air Force
Special Operations Command (AFSOC), the Air
Force component of the unified U.S. Special
Operations Command. Hurlburt is home to AFSOC’s 1st Special Operations Wing and Air
Combat Command’s 505th Command and Control Wing.
Special operations units are one of the most
frequently deployed personnel in the military in
an age where conventional warfare has yielded
to low-intensity conflicts and asymmetric warfare. The Special Operations forces stationed at
Hurlburt deploy to hotspots worldwide. One of
the best-known, highly specialized aircraft used
by Air Force Special operations is the side-firing
AC-130 gunships. Special Ops also use CV-22
Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft.
Hurlburt’s 4th Special Operations Squadron,
part of the 1st Special Operations Wing, received an upgraded version of the Ghostrider
gunship, the Block 30 model AC-130J in March
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2019. The 4th SOS, the Air Forces most deployed squadron, currently uses the AC-130U
Spooky, which is slowly being retired from active duty after more than 20 years of operation.
The new model will have the same role as the
current one, air interdiction, armed reconnaissance and close air support, but with upgraded
avionics, navigation systems and a Precision
Strike Package that includes trainable 30mm and
105mm weapons. It also costs less to operate
per flying hour because of upgraded turboprops.
The base is scheduled to get an MQ-9 Reaper
squadron by late 2019, making it the second Air
Force Special Operations Command (AFSOC)
installation to host a drone unit. AFSOC's active
-duty MQ-9 Reaper drone personnel have previously been assigned only to Cannon Air Force
Base, N.M.
The squadron will bring an additional 60 personnel to the AFSOC headquarters installation,
according to the Air Force. The unit coming to
Hurlburt is a Mission Control Element Squadron. Drone operations require two separate aircrews, a mission control element that is responsible for executing missions, and a second aircrew to handle takeoffs and landings.
Another drone unit at Hurlburt Field is the
2nd Special Operations Squadron, part of the
Air Force Reserve's 919th Special Operations
Wing located at Duke Field. Personnel fly
drones remotely in various places around the
world.
The Air Force also plans to put a minidetachments of AT-6 Wolverines and A-29 Super Tucano turboprops at Hurlburt and Nellis
Air Force Base, Nev. Chief of Staff Gen. Dave
Goldfein told lawmakers that the exact numbers
would depend on the costs of the planes, but an
Air Force spokeswoman put the number at two
or three of each type.
Goldfein said the Air Force will buy a handful
of A-29 and AT-6 aircraft as a show of confidence for Sierra Nevada and Textron that have
made internal funding investments toward the
Air Force's light-attack experiment.

Naval Air Station Whiting Field
PRV: $759.5M

Naval Air Station Whiting Field in Santa Rosa
County just north of Milton is called “the busiest naval air station in the world.” It accounts
for 1.5 million annual flight operations. It’s the
home of Training Air Wing FIVE.
The orange and white paint schemes of the
training aircraft are ubiquitous in the region as
new, young pilots are frequently seen utilizing
not only the air strips from their own base, but
14 outlying fields that dot Northwest Florida
and South Alabama.
Whiting Field houses three fixed wing (VT 2,
3, 6) training squadrons and three helicopter
(HT 8, 18, 26) training squadrons, as well as a
helicopter and fixed wing instructor training
unit, HITU. It accounts for 160,000 flight hours
per year, 14 percent of the Navy’s total. Some
1,200 military pilots complete flight training at
Whiting Field each year.
NAS Whiting Field also provides learning opportunities to aspiring mechanics and technicians at its Center for Aviation Technical Training Detachment.
In February 2019 Whiting began receiving
new TH-57 helicopter training simulators, the
first new ones at the base in nearly 40 years. The
base is getting three Level 6 simulators and
seven Level 7, which is full-motion. The base is
also getting a central control station that will
provide the capability to link all 10 simulators
together in a single virtual environment.
Whiting also got a new outlying landing field
in January, the 600-acre Site X. The Navy
ceased operations at OLF Site 8 in neighboring
Escambia County. The National Defense Authorization Act in 2015 authorized the land exchange, the first of its kind for the Navy. In
June 2016, the Navy and Escambia County
signed a land exchange agreement to formalize
the intentions to transfer the property at OLF
Site 8 to Escambia County, in exchange for a
suitable landing field in Santa Rosa County to
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Other Florida aviation bases
Naval Air Station Jacksonville, largest Navy base in
the Southeast and third largest in the nation.
Cape Canaveral Air Force Station is responsible for
ensuring America’s safe and assured access to
space. It co-joins Kennedy Space Center.
Patrick Air Force Base, part of Air Force Space
Command, provides combat capabilities through
launch, range and expeditionary operations.
MacDill Air Force Base hosts U.S. Central Command, responsible for U.S. security interests in 20
nations in Northeast Africa as well as Southwest
and Central Asia. MacDill also hosts the U.S. Special Operations Command.
The U.S. Coast Guard Air Station Clearwater, the
largest and busiest air station in the Coast Guard,
operates in the Gulf of Mexico, the Caribbean basin and the Bahamas.
Avon Park Air Force Range, the largest live ordnance bombing and gunnery range east of the Mississippi River. It includes 400 square miles of restricted airspace, 1,000 square miles of military
operating area and 106,035 acres inside the fence.

Duke Field’s neighbor is the Army’s 7th Special Forces Group (Airborne), the Green Berets.
It joins the long-established Army Ranger training center at Fort Rudder, located further to the
south on the Eglin reservation.
Eglin emerged from the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure process a big winner, getting
the 7th SFG, which had been based at Fort
Bragg, N.C. Hopes are high that the base will
emerge similarly well positioned following any
future BRAC hearings.
Florida lawmakers have pushed for several
years now to ensure the region remains a military stronghold, and budgeted $22 million just
five years ago to support the military community by buffering bases from encroachment,
providing education and technical training and
modernizing the National Guard Armories.

MISSISSIPPI
Mississippi has 99 military sites representing all
branches of the service, along with 82 other
sites that are less than 10 acres and less than $10
replace Site 8. Escambia County plans to demillion in replacement value. The DoD sites in
velop the former Site 8, possibly as a commerce Mississippi total 176,745 acres, with a replacepark.
ment value of $8.4 billion. The figures do not
include the Navy’s large mission at NASA’s
Duke Field
Stennis Space Center
PRV: $475.3M
These are the aviation-focused military bases
Duke Field, five miles from Crestview, Fla.,
in South Mississippi, listed in order of their
and 20 miles north of Eglin’s main gate, is home plant replacement value. Stennis Space Center is
to the 919th Special Operations Wing, which
included because of its large Navy presence.
has transitioned to a new mission: Aviation For- The PRV for SSC is not included:
eign Internal Defense for the Special Operations
Command. This unit, the only special operaKeesler Air Force Base
tions unit in the Air Force Reserve, reports to
PRV: $2.14B
the AFSOC at Hurlburt Field in times of naKeesler Air Force Base in Biloxi is the home
tional emergency.
of the Air Force’s 81st Training Wing and its
For its new mission advising foreign partners electronics training programs. That training inin the use of aviation, the 919th gave up its MC- cludes computer and communication systems
130E Combat Talon I’s for a fleet of C-145As, and, notably, cyber security. The base, one of
which started showing up on the Duke Field
the Air Force’s largest technical schools, has
flight line in 2013. The unit also has MC-130P graduated more than 2.2 million students since
Combat Shadow aircraft used for special ops
1942. Some 20,000-25,000 students go through
mission that include aerial refueling.
the system annually.
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The base also has a flying mission. It’s home
to the 403rd Reserve Wing, whose 53rd Weather
Reconnaissance Squadron is known far and wide
as the “Hurricane Hunters.” Its role during hurricane season is critical in saving life and limb
whenever tropical storms threaten.
The 815th Airlift Squadron completed its
quest to reach full operational capability, four
years after the squadron’s future was uncertain.
The squadron and its C-130J Flying Jennies are
again ready to deploy and provide combat-ready
airmen for airlift mission.

Training Center at a 220-acre site at GulfportBiloxi International Airport.
The Gulfport facility is one of the nation’s
four Air National Guard Combat Readiness
Training Centers.
An estimated 17,000 to 20,000 men and
women Air National Guard and Air Force Reserve flight personnel are schooled at the location, logging 5,000 training days a month.
Scores of pilots from across the nation hone
their combat skills every year at the center,
which provides a year-round realistic joint training environment with air space, ranges, facilities
and equipment, for units to enhance combat
Camp Shelby
PRV: $1.42B
readiness.
Between Gulfport and Hattiesburg lies Camp
With offshore airspace that’s fully instruShelby, the largest state-owned training site in
mented for recording air-to-air engagements, it
the nation. It has 135,000 acres to provide for
also utilizes air-to-ground ranges at Camp
air-to-ground weapons use in low-altitude airShelby, near Hattiesburg.
space. Camp Shelby is home of regional flight
The CRTC has two tenant Air National Guard
center for the Army National Guard’s ununits at the base: the 255th Air Control Squadmanned systems.
ron and the 209th Civil Engineer Squadron. It’s
During wartime, the camp's mission is to serve also home to the 1108 Theater Aviation Sustainas a major independent mobilization station of ment Maintenance Group, a full Army aviation
the United States Army Forces Command
maintenance depot facility.
(FORSCOM).
Camp Shelby Joint Forces Training Center is Stennis Space Center
the largest reserve component training site, alNASA’s John C. Stennis Space Center near
lowing up to battalion-level training.
Bay St. Louis, Miss., has some 40 federal and
It’s the normal annual training location for Na- state tenant organizations, including the Naval
tional Guard and Reserve units in Mississippi,
Meteorology and Oceanography Command. It’s
Alabama, and Tennessee, but units from across responsible for gathering oceanographic inforthe country use its assets to support a variety of mation for U.S. armed forces worldwide.
missions.
The commands’ Naval Oceanographic Office
The training center was established during
utilizes aircraft, satellite and unmanned underwaWorld War I and it has served almost continuter vehicles, to collect oceanographic and atmosously since then as a training site. The training
pheric data from around the globe. NAVOsite consists of a mix of state, Department of
CEANO, which maintains 630,000 square feet
Defense, and U.S. Forest Service lands in the
of space at Stennis, including a new $42 million
DeSoto National Forest.
Ocean Science Building, converts the intelligence information it collects into data that can
Combat Readiness Training Center
be used to the benefit of Naval and other miliPRV: $152.5M
tary units in planning operations and making
Combat skills training occurs in Mississippi at tactical decisions.
the Air National Guard Combat Readiness
About 200 Navy SEALS, comprising several
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teams, train each year at SSC. They use the Naval Special Warfare Group 4’s Western Maneuver Area. They’ve been training there with Special Boat Team 22 since completion of a facility
built along two rivers, the Pearl and the Mikes,
that allows live ammunition practice and training
in jungle fighting techniques.

Air Force helicopter pilots for special operations, search and rescue and other missions.
Fort Rucker also houses air traffic control services and flight simulation support. Graduate
level training is provided for the pilots and crews
of Apache and Kiowa helicopters.
Aviation Training Center

Other Mississippi aviation bases
• Naval Air Station Meridian, one of the Navy’s
two jet strike pilot training facilities in the nation.
• Columbus Air Force Base, about half of Air Force
pilots today went through training at Columbus.

Mobile is home to the U.S. Coast Guard’s
Aviation Training Center, a 221-acre, 55-building
complex and one of the largest Coast Guard
aviation bases. It’s responsible for training pilots
and aircrew and setting standards for all Coast
Guard aviation activities. Aviation students complete training at Navy facilities and come to ATC
to learn specific Coast Guard aircraft.
ALABAMA
ATC Mobile is adjacent to Mobile Regional
Alabama has 104 DoD sites and 67 “other
Airport
and shares two runways with the comsites” that are less than 10 acres and less than
mercial
airport.
It has hangars, offices, a health
$10 million in replacement value. The DoD sites
care center and a base exchange, plus fitness and
in Alabama total 166,800 acres, with a replacerecreation facilities and simulator buildings.
ment value of $16.8 billion.
The base also is an operational air station that
These are the aviation-focused military bases
in South Alabama, listed in order of their plant responds to everything from drug interdiction to
saving boaters to natural disasters.
replacement value:
Fort Rucker
PRV: $2.8B

Fort Rucker, established during World War II
as Camp Rucker, is the primary flight training
base for Army aviation - home to the Army
Aviation Center of Excellence and Army Aviation Museum. The base, the largest in Alabama,
is bordered by Daleville, Ozark and Enterprise
and is northwest of Dothan.
All Army aviation training has been handled by
Fort Rucker since 1973, as well as the training of
Air Force and allied helicopter pilots and air
crew. The center of excellence is home to the
U.S. Army Aviation Technical Test Center,
which conducts developmental aircraft testing.
It’s home to the 1st Aviation Brigade, 110th
Aviation Brigade and the 128th Aviation Brigade, responsible for Army aviation training.
Also at Fort Rucker is the Air Force’s 23rd Flying Training Squadron, responsible for training

Other Alabama aviation bases
• Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville, home of the Army
Aviation and Missile Command, DoD Missile Defense Agency, and NASA’s Marshall Space Flight
Center.
• Dannelly Field, home of Alabama National
Guard’s 187th Fighter Wing, will host a new F-35
mission.
• Maxwell Air Force Base (Maxwell-Gunter), headquarters of Air University, and is the center for
Joint Professional Military Education.

LOUISIANA
Louisiana has 35 DoD sites and with 27 other
sites of less than 10 acres and less than $10 million in replacement value. DoD sites in Louisiana total 272,357 acres, valued at $9.3 billion.
Naval Air Station JRB New Orleans
PRV: $1.26B
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Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base New Orleans in Belle Chasse is one of only two joint
reserve bases in the nation. It hosts the Louisiana Air National Guard 159th Fighter Wing’s F15s, and a Coast Guard Air Station.
The Army’s 377th Theater Support Command,
the 3rd Battalion 23rd Marine Infantry unit and
attack helicopters from Marine Air Group 42 are
also housed at the base.
NAS JRB New Orleans is home to a Navy Reserve strike fighter squadron, a fleet logistics
support squadron, a Coast Guard Air Station,
detachment of a Marine Reserve light helicopter
attack squadron and other Navy and Army

activities.
Its two-runway military airport south of downtown New Orleans, is used by F/A 18
Hornets, F-15 Eagles, UH-1Y Huey, AH-1 Cobras, C-130 Hercules and MH-65 Dolphins.
Other Louisiana aviation bases
• Barksdale Air Force Base, home of the 8th Air
Force and the 2nd Bomb Wing’s three squadrons
of B-52H Stratofortress bombers.

- David Tortorano

Defense contracts
Location

Defense contractors

Contracts 2000-2017 Dollars awarded 2000-2017

Jackson County, MS

178

1,832

$36,186,660,590

Jefferson Parish, LA

686

7,918

$11,399,450,271

Okaloosa County, FL

614

12,499

$10,913,630,373

Orleans Parish, LA

480

9,006

$8,809,523,522

Mobile County, AL

522

6,469

$8,757,538,657

Bay County, FL

448

9,663

$6,597,959,550

St. Tammany Parish, LA

261

30,649

$4,409,039,719

Escambia County, FL

672

21,873

$4,084,892,919

Harrison County, MS

547

4,475

$1,981,445,127

Baldwin County, AL

159

1,366

$732,640,765

Santa Rosa County, FL

207

1,769

$463,368,353

Walton County, FL

52

508

$309,905,390

Plaquemines Parish, LA

97

1,374

$252,380,844

Hancock County, MS

69

675

$250,310,465

St. Charles Parish, LA

49

737

$230,775,847

St. Bernard Parish, LA

46

550

$113,279,572

Gulf County, FL

22

127

$37,043,052

St. James Parish, LA

10

37

$19,273,895

St. John the Baptist Parish, LA

34

205

$10,666,973

5,153

111,732

$95,559,785,884

TOTALS

Source: GovernmentContractsWon.com. (Compiled May 22, 2019)
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Military aviationaviation-related base replacement values 2017
Site

Branch

Nearest city

State

Acres owned

Total acres

PRV (M)

AF

Holt

FL

319,076

449,421

$6,104.2

NAS Pensacola

Navy

Pensacola

FL

2,296

5,809

$3,064.4

Fort Rucker

Army

Enterprise

AL

57,928

8,727

$2,803.6

Keesler Air Force Base

AF

Biloxi

MS

892

1,670

$2,148.8

Tyndall Air Force Base

AF

Panama City

FL

26,734

28,891

$1,908.2

Hurlburt Field

AF

Mary Esther

FL

6,341

6,341

$1,968.0

MTA Camp Shelby

AG

Hattiesburg

MS

7,530

136,215

$1,422.3

NAS JRB New Orleans

Navy

Belle Chasse

LA

5,009

5,210

$1,265.1

NAS Whiting Field Milton

Navy

Milton

FL

3,533

5,058

$759.5

AF

Crestview

FL

1,512

1,946

$475.3

430,851

649,288

$21,919.40

Eglin Air Force Base

Duke Field (Eglin Auxiliary Field 3)
Total

Source: Department of Defense Base Structure Report Fiscal Year 2018 Baseline (as of Sept. 30, 2017)

Outlying fields, other placement values 2017
Site

Branch

Nearest city

State

Acres owned

Total acres

PRV (M)

Cairns Basefield

Army

Daleville

AL

1,322

1,351

$324.7

Gulfport-Biloxi Regional Airport

AFG

Gulfport

MS

10

144

$152.5

NOLF Choctaw

Navy

Navarre

FL

1,450

1,450

$101.9

AF

Fort Walton Beach

FL

0

3,173

$100.0

NOLF Holley

Navy

Navarre

FL

698

698

$69.1

NOLF Santa Rosa

Navy

Milton

FL

738

738

$53.6

Barin Field

Navy

Foley

AL

763

818

$45.9

OLF Bronson

Navy

Pensacola

FL

967

1,098

$36.5

Toth Stagefield

Army

Dothan

AL

125

128

$36.2

NOLF Evergreen

Navy

Evergreen

AL

138

444

$35.5

NOLF Brewton

Navy

Brewton

AL

0

653

$32.0

NOLF Summerdale

Navy

Summerdale

AL

565

567

$31.7

Hunt Stagefield

Army

Ozark

AL

134

154

$30.2

NOLF Silverhill

Navy

Daphne

AL

400

400

$29.7

NOLF Wolf

Navy

Summerdale

AL

422

422

$29.3

Goldberg Stagefield

Army

Ozark

AL

99

101

$27.5

NOLF Spencer

Navy

Pace

FL

640

640

$25.8

Stinson Stagefield

Army

New Brockton

AL

530

550

$25.0

Skelly Stagefield

Army

Kinston

AL

164

197

$22.7

AF

Port St. Joe

FL

831

831

$12.7

AFG

Dothan

AL

0

21

$14.0

9,996

14,578

$1,236.5

Eglin Air Force Base Site 2 (SR Island)

Cape San Blas Missile Tracking Annex D-3
Dothan Regional Airport
Total

Source: Department of Defense Base Structure Report Fiscal Year 2018 Baseline (as of Sept. 30, 2017)
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