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New administration
taking over during
troubling time
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The Biden inauguration is Jan. 20 at the Capitol.

File photo of 2009 inauguration.

The deadly coronavirus pandemic
that dominated the final year of
Trump’s presidency will be just as
dominant during the first year of the
Biden administration.

But unlike the inauguration in 2017,
when the economy was on a roll and life
seemed relatively normal, today’s world
is anything but. The economy is in tatters, the nation’s divisions seem more
pronounced, civil discourse is all but
n Jan. 20, Joseph R. Biden will forgotten, and a raging pandemic conbe sworn in as the 46th presi- tinues to take lives and batter the peace
dent of the United States in a of mind of all Americans.
socially distanced ceremony at the naDespite the notable differences in the
tion’s Capitol in Washington, D.C.
policies of Trump and Biden, from cliWhile there is always a good deal of
mate change to relationships with allies
uncertainty any time a new administra- and from a border wall to healthcare, all
tion enters the White House, this will be of those issues promise to be overshadunusual in that it will, to some extent,
owed in the immediate future by efforts
represent something of a return to a tra- to control the virus. It may well set the
ditional presidency after four years of
tone for the entire Biden presidency, as
the unconventional leadership of Presi- it did with the final months of the
dent Donald J. Trump.
Trump presidency.
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By David Tortorano

It could be argued that, prior to the
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pandemic, Trump might have been
on his way to a second term. Despite concerns about Trump’s personality, the economy was moving
along nicely - a continuation of a
recovery going back to the previous
administration.
In early 2019 the economy was
one of Trump’s strongest arguments for continuing as the nation’s
president. But as with much of life,
it is the unforeseen that can change
the trajectory.
When COVID-19 made its way
to the United States, it began to
spread, slowly at first then picking
up speed. The spread started to
dominate the news cycles, with infections, hospitalizations deaths
charted daily. As the year drew to a
close, the virus had claimed in excess of 300,000 American lives.
But the personal losses go beyond
illness and death. The virus hobbled
the economy, forcing business large
and small to shut down or scale
back with extreme precautionary
measures that hurt their bottom
line. Entrepreneurs lost businesses,
people lost jobs, and the emotional
toll has been significant as families
were forced to keep their distance.
Interestingly, the virus to some
extent has highlighted some of the
divisiveness in this country. Safety
measures, from wearing masks to
social distancing, have become politicized. Even the long-awaited vaccine is seen by some as suspect in a
world where conspiracy beliefs have
entered the mainstream.
Biden has made it clear that he
believes the first step in helping the
economy recover is to control the
pandemic. He plans to ask Americans to mask up for the first 100
days of his administration as one
way to help avoid shutdowns.
The impact of the pandemic is
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illustrated in two issues of the Gulf
Coast Aerospace Corridor Newsletter. In
February there were stories about
the continuing growth of the Airbus campus in Mobile, as well as
the growth of Pensacola International Airport beating expectations.
Two months later, the change was
dramatic. The April issue’s cover
story was an editorial about the
pandemic. It noted that the streets
of major cities were empty, businesses closed and hospitals were
being pushed to the brink. At that
point there were 23,000 deaths in
the U.S. and 120,000 worldwide.
The April issue had an article
about the virus leaving the aerospace industry reeling. Indeed, the
airport that had been setting records two months earlier saw its
business down 90 percent.
Stories that had been planned, at
least one that had already been researched and written, were shelved
because the pandemic had changed
plans. Throughout 2020 articles
with a coronavirus connection
could be found in most issues.
While the Trump administration
could not be blamed for the pandemic, how the administration dealt
with it had a major impact on the
economy. Right or wrong, presidents are deemed responsible for
what happens on their watch, both
the good and the bad.

December 2020

ing for this region, home to 18 military bases, most of them aviation
focused, and thousands of defense
contractors big and small.
In the November election, all
four states with a piece of the I-10
aerospace corridor gave Trump
their combined 52 electoral votes,
giving him a total of 232. Despite
complaints by Trump that the election was rigged, Biden won 306 of
the 538 electors when the Electoral
College voted Dec. 14. The votes
will be counted by Congress Jan. 6.
While objections may be raised by
some Trump supporters, nothing
will change and Biden and vice
president-elect Kamala Harris will
be sworn in Jan. 20.
Because of the pandemic, the
59th inauguration will make safety a
priority. It will not have the traditional large crowds, either for the
inauguration itself or the parade
that follows.

On the following pages we take
a look at what the Biden administration may mean for the military
and defense, a key area of interest
for the Gulf Coast (pages 5-6).
We also take a look at what the
Biden administration may mean for
space activities (pages 3-4), also important to the region, which hosts
two NASA operations and activities
of commercial space companies.
Finally, we look at what the new
When Trump was sworn in four administration might mean for Airyears ago, it marked the first time in bus, the operation that made Momodern history that a businessman bile a high-profile player in international aviation (pages 7-8).
with no political experience was
But as history shows, despite exchosen to lead the country. The
pectations, there will be events unwealthy former reality show host
foreseen that will impact the uppromised to shake up the way
coming administration.
things were done in Washington.
The one certainty is uncertainty.
Beyond that, his stated goals of
rebuilding the nation’s military and
■■■
focusing on defense was encourag-
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Biden and space

More focus on earth science expected
Space science is not among the
initial priorities of any new
administration, but Biden is not
expected to significantly impact
operations at Stennis or Michoud.

U

nder president-elect Joe
Biden, NASA may focus
more on studying climate
change and earth sciences and less
on manned missions and building
rockets. But the continued commercialization of the space industry
is expected to continue.
That’s the view of outside analysts, based on Biden’s eight years
as vice president and language in
the Democratic Party platform. But
they admit a lot of the analysis is
based on reading the tea leaves, because the Biden campaign and his
transition team have not had a lot
to say about space issues.
The campaign didn’t issue a space
policy statement, a move that John
Logsdon, founder and former director of George Washington University’s Space Policy Institute,
called “surprising.” But the main
focus in the early days of his administration will be controlling the
COVID-19 pandemic and helping
the economy to recover.
The NASA transition team Biden
named in early November is led by
Ellen Stofan, who served as the
agency’s chief scientist from 2013
to 2016. The team also includes an
astrophysicist and a climate researcher. The Planetary Society, a
non-profit that promotes space exploration, said this is more evidence
the incoming administration “will
By Timothy Boone

NASA illustration of the Space Launch System taking off from the launch pad.

consider NASA through a scientific
lens.”
The organization said it expects
NASA’s Earth Sciences division
will once again be a priority and will
see its budget grow once again. Under President Barack Obama, the
division received $1.92 billion in
fiscal 2017. Under President Donald Trump, in fiscal 2020 that figure
has been cut back by $140 million,
to $1.78 billion.
Restoring funding for Earth science research would meet the Democratic Party platform goal of
strengthening NASA observation
missions “to better understand
how climate change is impacting
our home planet.”
“I’ve seen a lot of commentaries
that NASA will get the short shrift,
that it will not be as big of a priority,” said Wendy Whitman Cobb, a
professor at the U.S. Air Force
School of Advanced Air and Space
Studies at Maxwell Air Force Base
in Montgomery, Ala. But she notes
that NASA hasn’t been a priority
for any administration, since President John F. Kennedy successfully

challenged the agency to get a man
on the moon before the end of the
1960s. “We have a pretty bad record of seeing things through,”
Cobb said.
Since Kennedy, other presidents
have had grand visions of space
exploration that haven’t come to
pass. President George H. W. Bush
announced a Space Exploration
Initiative in 1989 that would have
put American astronauts back on
the moon, then launching a manned
mission to Mars. Those plans fell
victim to budget cuts.
Fifteen years later, President
George W. Bush announced plans
for extended missions to the moon
by 2015, as a way of paving the way
to eventually go to Mars. That also
failed to happen. Obama wanted
NASA to build a program to take
humans to Mars in the 2030s and
establish a sustained presence on
the planet.
Trump scaled back those plans,
but made an aggressive push to get
back to the moon by 2024. The
thinking among NASA officials was
that the moon could be a “proving
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ground” for Mars and deep space
missions, by providing a nearby low
-gravity environment where technology could be tested.
But a NASA Inspector General’s
report released shortly after the
election was heavily critical of the
timetable for the Artemis program.
The Planetary Society expects
Biden will push back the 2024 goal
and possibly scrap it all together.
“Moon-to-Mars will remain the
nation's human spaceflight goals,
though likely via a revised pathway,” the organization said.
Backing off the timetable for lunar missions might not bode well
for NASA’s Space Launch System
heavy lift rocket, which would be
the vehicle to kick off the Artemis
missions. The final test of the rocket is set to happen at Stennis Space
Center a few days before Christmas.
“There’s a lot of controversy if
the SLS is even necessary,” Cobb
said. The SLS is years behind
schedule and billions over budget.
Elon Musk’s SpaceX is developing
its own heavy lift vehicles, so
there’s talk about turning over the
program to private companies.
While Trump has offered space
race rhetoric in terms of a hostile
competition with China, Biden is
expected to go back to the Obamaera idea of promoting international
cooperation. But Trump’s Space
Force is expected to survive even
after he leaves office.
“Even if Biden wanted to roll it
back, it would be nearly impossible
to do,” Cobb said. “Once you get in
the government bureaucracy, it’s
difficult to claw back.”
But she doesn’t expect the size of
the force to grow beyond its current level of 15,000 and said it may
get trimmed back in the looming
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SLS core stage on the B-2 test stand at Stennis Space Center.

budget battles over defense spending.
The biggest factor in how the
Biden administration handles
NASA could be Vice Presidentelect Kamala Harris. Vice presidents have played a large role in
dealing with the space agency,
Cobb notes. Vice President Mike
Pence has been an enthusiastic leader of the National Space Council, a
policy development office that handles civil, commercial, national security and international space policy
matters. The organization was created during the Bush administration, disbanded under President Bill
Clinton, and brought back by
Trump.
Biden hasn’t indicated if he will
keep the space council in place.
And how active Harris will be on
the council is unknown. Cobb notes
that the vice president elect is from
California, a state that is generally
more supportive of space issues.
That may give her a greater awareness of the technology used for cli-

NASA/Stennis photo

mate research and earth sensing and
the potential commercial applications
Gulf Coast space facilities, such
as Stennis Space Center in South
Mississippi and Michoud Assembly
Facility in New Orleans, aren’t expected to see any significant changes under a Biden administration.
Those properties have powerful
constituencies. “Congress is pretty
vested in space exploration policy,”
Cobb said.
There will be a change at the top
of NASA. NASA Administrator
Jim Bridenstine said shortly after
the election that he believed he
“would not be the right person” to
lead the space agency and the job
should be held by someone with a
close relationship to new administration. Because of the focus on
the pandemic and economic recovery, it could be several months before Biden offers up a nominee to
lead the agency.
■■■
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Biden and the military

No major shift expected in defense
How the new administration
views the military is important for
the region, but the thinking is
there will be no major changes in
store for the I-10 region.

A

s inauguration day nears for
president-elect Joe Biden,
following a contentious
election and prolonged postelection legal entanglement, observers and insiders do not expect to
see any sort of dramatic shift that
will impact the defense budget, including the military aviation facilities and operations found along the
DoD-heavy corridor running from
Louisiana to Florida.
There has been little or no growth
in the military budget for the last
several years, in spite of attempts to
increase it year after year.
Defensenews.com, reporting in October on the Trump and Biden stances on military spending, said that
while Biden didn’t foresee major
U.S. defense cuts if he was elected,
he would face pressure from the
left to make them.
Traditionally, no matter who the
new occupant of the Oval Office
turns out to be, making a dramatic
change in military budgets is as
unwieldy as making a sharp turn in
an aircraft carrier. This transition is
no different.
Richard Aboulafia, vice president
of analysis at Teal Group, said he
expected “a pretty flat budget” and
no major changes. “It is unlikely to
see that much of a shift.”
Aboulafia added that the
combination of a RepublicanBy Lisa Monti

F-35, top, and F-22 sortie at Eglin Air Force Base, Fla.

controlled Senate, which he said
seemed likely next year, and a
Democratic administration has
historically been good for defense
budgets, with both sides “trying to
outdo each other, providing jobs
and supporting strong national
defense.”
According to the legal news
website Law360, U.S. defense
budgets under Biden “are expected
to face increased pressure, with the
expectation that Biden's initial
defense budgets will be no greater
than flat compared to the current
proposed defense budget.” The
2021 defense budget is expected to
be around $740 billion.
In the Gulf Coast region, with its
military aviation-focused bases,
particularly in Florida and South
Mississippi, payrolls and contracts
will remain an economic driver for
the economy of Louisiana,
Mississippi, Alabama and Florida.
Consider that there are 44 DoD
properties between New Orleans

U.S. Air Force photo

and Panama City, Fla., according to
the FY 2018 Department of
Defense Base Structure Report, that
have a combined replacement value
of nearly $25 billion, a figure that
includes the bases themselves and
associated annexes.
Of that total, the aviation-focused
military bases had a combined
replacement value of more than
$21.9 billion. The total rises over $1
billion with the addition of their
outlying fields and other aviationrelated annexes.
Here’s a rundown by state:
Florida

There are 188 Department of
Defense sites in the state, with all
military branches represented.
DoD’s base structure report of
2018 lists four large sites, five
medium and 156 small sites, along
with “other sites” that are primarily
land with zero structure
replacement value. The DoD sites
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25,000 students go through the sys- Marine Infantry unit and attack helicopters from Marine Air Group 42
tem annually.
are also housed at the base.
Alabama
The value of each of these bases
Alabama has 104 DoD sites, in- grows considerably with the inclusicluding three large, one medium, 72 on of payrolls for employees and
small, along with “other sites” that retirees and the contracts that are
are primarily land with zero struc- awarded to local contracting comture replacement value. The DoD panies to perform work from basic
sites in Alabama total 166,800 acres, maintenance to high level military
with a replacement value of $16.8
programs. Nearly 112,000 DoD
billion.
contracts valued at more than $95.5
The aviation-focused military
billion were awarded to 5,153
bases in South Alabama are led in contractors between 2000 and 2017.
value by Fort Rucker, which was
Small businesses in the region
established during World War II
have a reason to be optimistic with
and is the primary flight training
the new Biden Administration. As
base for Army aviation. The largest the Law360 site reported, “Small
base in Alabama, it is home to the businesses are in a good position to
Army Aviation Center of
benefit from some of Biden's proExcellence and Army Aviation Mu- nouncements that signal support
seum. All Army aviation training
for aerospace and defense contrachas been handled by Fort Rucker
tors.”
since 1973, as well as the training of The site also notes that Biden has
Mississippi
Air Force and allied helicopter pi- signaled his strong support “for
Mississippi has 99 military sites
lots and air crew. The center of
representing all branches of the
unmanned aerial systems and inexcellence is home to the U.S.
service, along with one large site,
creasing cyber warfare, artificial inArmy Aviation Technical Test Cen- telligence and hypersonic missile
two medium, 89 small sites along
with “other sites” that are primarily ter, which conducts developmental capabilities.”
aircraft testing.
land with zero structure
Several of the region’s military
replacement value. The DoD sites
bases are involved in the field of
Louisiana
in Mississippi total 176,745 acres,
cyber warfare. Keesler Air Force
Louisiana has 35 DoD sites and Base in Mississippi, provides initial
with a replacement value of $8.4
billion. The figures do not include with two large sites, one medium
training and the Navy’s Corry Statithe Navy’s large mission at NASA’s and 25 small sites along with “other on in Pensacola, Fla., provides
sites” that are primarily land with
Stennis Space Center in coastal
further training in the field of inforzero structure replacement value.
Hancock County.
mation dominance.
DoD sites in Louisiana total
The aviation-focused military
At Corry Station, Fla., students
bases in South Mississippi include 272,357 acres, valued at $9.3 billion. receive technical training in cryptoNaval Air Station Joint Reserve
Keesler Air Force Base in Biloxi,
logy, equipment maintenance and
home of the Air Force’s 81st Trai- Base New Orleans in Belle Chasse communication, signal analysis and
ning Wing and its electronics trai- is one of only two joint reserve
the operation and maintenance of
ning programs that include cyber bases in the nation. It hosts the
the technology required to conduct
Louisiana Air National Guard
security. The base, one of the Air
electronic warfare. Hurlburt Field
159th Fighter Wing’s F15s, and a
Force’s largest technical schools,
provides intermediate level cyber
has graduated more than 2.2 million Coast Guard Air Station. The
soldiers with schooling at a 17,000students since 1942. Some 20,000- Army’s 377th Theater Support
square-foot building set up for the
Command, the 3rd Battalion 23rd
(Continued on page 8)
in Florida total 690,994 acres, with
a replacement value of $32.5 billion.
Northwest Florida is home to
Naval Air Station Pensacola,
headquarters of the Navy Blue
Angels flight demonstration team
and technical aviation and training.
It’s also home to Naval Air Station
Whiting Field, near Milton, where
Navy and Coast Guard aviators
receive initial training. It’s also the
home of Eglin Air Force Base,
where the Air Force trains pilots to
fly the fifth-generation F-35 and
aerial weapons systems are
developed. Hurlburt Field is home
of the U.S. Air Force Special
Operations Command. And in
Panama City there’s Tyndall Air
Force Base, which was slammed by
Hurricane Michael and is now being
rebuilt as a base of the future.
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Column

No issues seen for Airbus with Biden
oe Biden’s election as president
is unlikely to have much of a
direct impact on Airbus operations in Mobile, according to a leading aerospace analyst.
“I don’t think the new administration will matter much. Airbus put in
the Mobile facility largely as insurance against a protectionist, America-first administration, and it did its
job admirably. But it still makes
sense for Airbus to keep it there,”
says Richard Aboulafia, vice president of analysis
for the Teal
Group.
By bringing in
components to
be assembled in
Mobile, European-based AirJane Nicholes
bus has created
what are essentially American-built planes. The
Mobile final assembly plants have
brought new jobs and new supplier
businesses while building commercial jets that are sought after even in
an industry hit hard by the coronavirus pandemic.
Still, a Biden administration could
bring peace – or at least a ceasefire
– in a trade war with the European
Union that has sometimes threatened the Mobile operations.
Mending relations with European
allies is on Biden’s admittedly
lengthy list of crises and priorities
to deal with when he takes office in
January. In a Dec. 3 interview with
CNN, Biden said he had spoken
with more than 20 heads of state
since the Nov. 3 election and that it
was important to re-establish “close
alliance relationships” in Europe

J

U.S.-built Airbus A320 takes off in March in Mobile, Ala.

and the Pacific. These relationships
have deteriorated under outgoing
President Donald Trump over issues of global security, trade and
climate change.
The Trump administration regularly applied tariffs to goods imported from Europe and other
countries. Twice it was announced
that new tariffs would include components shipped from Europeanbased Airbus to its final assembly
plant in Mobile, where A320 and
A220 commercial jets are put together for delivery to primarily
American-based airlines.
Both times the tariffs were rescinded after vigorous protest from
Alabama elected officials from the
federal to the local level. The state’s
solid Republican base and close ties
to Trump seemed to protect the
Mobile operations from harm.
At the root of the conflicts is the
bitter rivalry between Americanbased Boeing and Airbus. For at
least 16 years each airplane manu-

Photo by Michelle R. Thomas

facturer has accused the other of
receiving illegal government subsidies, taking their cases to the World
Trade Organization. The details are
far too complicated to deal with
here, but the result has been a tangle of economics, politics and litigation.
Sometimes, the results have been
some unusual business practices.
For example, last month Bloomberg
Businessweek reported that Delta Air
Lines had found a loophole in
Trump tariffs on European-made
planes imported to the U.S. from
Airbus.
Six of seven planes were of a twin
-aisle design that Airbus does not
assemble in Mobile. The loophole
was this: A new airplane is defined
as only having been flown in testing
and actual delivery. If the plane was
flown from Europe to, say, Canada,
it was no longer considered a new
plane that had been delivered to the
U.S., and the Trump tariff didn’t
apply.
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Thus, Delta saved a whole lot of
money – it wouldn’t say how much
– by flying the planes to places like
San Salvador, Tokyo and Amsterdam before putting them into service in the U.S.
In November, a favorable ruling
from the WTO against Boeing led
the EU to impose $4 billion in tariffs on American goods exported to
the EU, notably including a 15 percent levy on Boeing airplanes. In
2019, an unfavorable WTO ruling
against Airbus caused the Trump
administration to retaliate with $7.5
billion in tariffs against European
goods.
But a negotiated peace may be
imminent, whether it is initiated by
an outgoing Trump administration
or an incoming Biden one.
Although the EU levied the tariffs, The Washington Post quoted German economy minister Peter Altmaier as saying, “We are ready to
withdraw or suspend our tariffs at
any time when the U.S. is ready to
do so on their side, whether it is the
current or future U.S. administration.”
Trump first responded to the EU
action by threatening retaliation.
But in early December, Bloomberg.com reported that the EU had
signaled that a settlement might be
possible before Trump’s last day in
office on Jan. 20.
Meanwhile, the United Kingdom
has dropped its own tariff on Boeing in hopes that it can reach an
agreement with the incoming Biden
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First A220 built in the U.S. takes off on its maiden flight June 2, 2020.

administration after the Brexit transition period ends on Jan. 1.
Given the perilous state of the
passenger airline industry, the global economic woes created by the
pandemic and the pending change
in presidential administrations, it
would seem prudent for all nations
to resolve these longstanding trade
issues. Biden appears willing to
work at restoring strong alliances
with the EU.
The question is how soon he can
get to it.

Airbus photo

made its inaugural test flight. JetBlue will use aircraft from both
families of commercial jets.
No Paris Air Show in 2021

Because of uncertainty surrounding the coronavirus pandemic, the
2021 Paris Air Show has been called
off. It had been scheduled for June
21-27.
Held in alternating years with the
Farnborough International Airshow
in England, the industry trade show
allows manufacturers Airbus and
Boeing to show their newest aircraft and seek orders. In recent
More milestones
years, economic development deleAirbus continues to mark milestones in Mobile. It recently deliv- gations from Mobile and the state
of Alabama have been regular parered its 200th plane in the A320
family of jets. The A321neo went to ticipants.
The next Paris Air Show will take
American Airlines. The 100th plane
assembled in Mobile, an A320neo, place in 2023. Dates have not been
went to Frontier Airlines in Decem- announced.
ber 2018.
■■■
As for the newer final assembly
line for the A220 family, the first
A220-300 that will go to JetBlue has

ception and operational security.
Air Force’s 39th Information Ope- Deception classes are offered to
ration Squadron. At Hurlburt,
operational level planners.
officers take classes in military de(Continued from page 6)
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Page 1 mast: KC-46 prepares for in-flight refueling from KC-135 during Emerald Flag exercise Dec. 3 over the Gulf of Mexico. USAF photo

